A mouse DNA sequence that mediates integration and excision of polyoma virus DNA.
In mouse cells transformed by a temperature-sensitive polyoma virus (Py) genome, the integrated viral genome recombines with adjacent chromosomal DNA to yield a small cyclic molecule (RmI) with defined viral and cellular components. We have cloned the cellular component (Ins), determined its sequence, and examined its distribution in normal mouse DNA. The sequence of Ins displays several homologies with that surrounding the replication origin (ori) of Py or SV40 DNA.